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Introduction
For many Jews, marriage begins with a Jewish ceremony uniting two people in a sacred bond. 
In the same way, when that union comes to an end, it should be concluded through a formal 
Jewish process known as the get. Any couple where both parties are Jewish requires a get to 
dissolve the marriage according to Jewish law. Both the husband and wife share the 
responsibility for arranging the get, and either can initiate the process. This guide provides an 
overview of the get process, its significance, and practical details for those navigating Jewish 
divorce.

Preserving Jewish Continuity



What Is a Get?
A get is a Jewish legal document that formally terminates a marriage. It does not assign blame 
or mention reasons for the divorce; rather, it focuses solely on ending the marital bond, 
without addressing personal matters or the civil settlement. A civil divorce alone is not 
sufficient in Jewish law. Without a get, a couple is still considered married in the eyes of 
traditional Judaism, including Orthodox, Conservative, and the State of Israel. Despite its 
religious significance, the process involves no prayers, blessings, or religious rituals, making it 
simple and direct.



Why Is a Get 
Important?
For Jewish couples, a get is necessary to be fully divorced according to Jewish law. Without it, 
remarriage is not permitted within traditional Jewish frameworks. Additionally, children born 
to a woman who has not received a get from a previous husband may face restrictions in 
whom they can marry. Beyond legal requirements, many find that completing the get process 
provides a sense of finality and peace, allowing for emotional closure to the marriage.



The Get Process  
Step-by-Step

Mutual Understanding
Both parties acknowledge that they understand what is going to happen 
and that they are acting freely without coercion.

Authorization
The husband authorizes a sofer (scribe) to write the get.

Writing the Get
The get, a 12-line document written in Aramaic, is composed with two 
kosher witnesses present to observe and sign the document.

Delivery
The signed document is presented to the wife by either the husband 
or his appointed proxy in the presence of witnesses.

Acceptance
Once the wife accepts and takes possession of the document, the 
divorce takes immediate effect and is final.

Records and Proof 
The original get remains in the files of the officiating rabbi to prevent its 
reuse. Both parties receive a certificate of proof (p'tur), confirming that 
the get was properly drawn up, delivered, and accepted, and that both are 
free to remarry.



Why Is a Get 12 Lines?

A get is always written in precisely 12 lines, a tradition deeply rooted in Jewish law and 
symbolism. One explanation is that the Hebrew word get has a numerical value of 12, 
reinforcing the structural choice. Another interpretation draws from the Torah, where 12 lines 
symbolically mirror the separations between the first four books of the Bible, emphasizing 
the get as a document of division. Practically, the 12-line format ensures uniformity and 
prevents any alterations or additional clauses that could complicate the process. Some also 
view this number through a kabbalistic lens, where seven symbolizes completion, and six 
represents incompleteness; as a couple separates, each person moves from a state of unity 
to two incomplete individuals, represented by two sixes adding up to 12.



Why Is 
the Get 
Written in 
Aramaic?

A get is traditionally written in Aramaic because it was the common language of Jews during 
Talmudic times and remains a legally precise and universally accepted format. Over centuries, 
rabbinic authorities refined the Aramaic text to ensure clarity and prevent multiple 
interpretations, much like any critical legal document. While it is theoretically possible to write 
a get in another language, Jewish law strongly prefers the traditional formulation to maintain 
consistency and avoid complications. Additionally, Aramaic holds a special status in Jewish 
tradition, as parts of the Talmud and sacred prayers, such as Kaddish, are also written in this 
language. Some kabbalistic explanations suggest that since angels do not understand 
Aramaic, this prevents them from interfering in human affairs, particularly regarding marriage 
and divorce.



Why a Get Cannot Be 
Written Anywhere
A get cannot simply be written anywhere or by anyone because of the rigorous halachic 
requirements governing its execution, which ensure its validity and prevent any challenges to 
its legitimacy. One key concern is maintaining established traditions; leading poskim (halachic 
authorities) discourage writing a get in a location where there is no prior tradition of doing so, 
as earlier generations may have refrained from writing a get there due to various concerns. 
Before writing a get in a new locale, prominent rabbis must investigate the issue to ensure 
compliance with all Jewish legal requirements. Additionally, a get must specify the city where 
it is written, including two distinct identifying water sources.



Why Must a Get Be 
Written by Hand?

A get cannot be written on a computer because Jewish law requires it to be authored with 
specific intent (lishma) for the divorcing couple by a qualified scribe, ensuring precision, 
authenticity, and adherence to halachic standards. The Torah states, "And he shall write for 
her a bill of divorce" (Deuteronomy 24:1), which is understood to require a direct, deliberate 
act of writing. A computer-generated document undermines this requirement because the 
machine, rather than the scribe, forms the letters, making it an indirect act, which many 
authorities consider invalid. Additionally, a get must be written in a continuous and 
intentional process, whereas a computer prints the entire document instantaneously, 
removing the element of direct human inscription. Allowing a digital get could also lead to 
widespread leniencies, jeopardizing the integrity of Jewish divorce law. To ensure the sanctity 
and validity of the get, it must be handwritten by a qualified scribe under rabbinic 
supervision.



What Is Minui Shlichus 
(Appointing a Proxy)?

Since Jewish law requires the husband to personally hand the get to his wife, “and he shall 
place it in her hand,” (Deuteronomy 24:1), appointing a shaliach (proxy) allows the divorce to 
proceed even when direct delivery is not feasible. The appointment must be made in person 
before valid witnesses or a beit din, typically with a formal verbal declaration and a kinyan 
(act of acquisition), ensuring the authenticity of the process and preventing fraud. This 
system ensures halachic precision, accommodates geographical separation, and prevents 
delays that could lead to an agunah situation.



Practical Details
The get is typically arranged in a rabbi's office but can be conducted anywhere mutually 
convenient. If direct contact is difficult or undesirable, the husband can appoint an agent to 
facilitate the delivery of the get to his wife. The entire process generally takes about an hour. 
The p'tur, which serves as proof of divorce, is mailed to both parties within a few weeks, 
though the divorce is effective immediately upon delivery of the get.



What 
Kayama 
Does

Kayama ensures that every step of the get process is handled properly, facilitating the 
appointment of a shaliach, overseeing the writing and delivery of the get, and ensuring that 
nothing falls through the cracks. We work closely with both parties, guiding them through the 
halachic and logistical requirements to prevent delays or errors. Our team coordinates with 
qualified Jewish courts and experienced sofrim to guarantee that the get is written with 
proper intent and delivered according to halachah. We communicate with both spouses to 
clarify expectations, address concerns, and ensure that the process moves forward smoothly 
and respectfully. We are committed to ensuring that men and women are treated with dignity 
and sensitivity. By maintaining meticulous oversight, Kayama safeguards the integrity of the 
get, preventing complications that could impact the validity of the divorce and ensuring that 
both parties can move on with confidence and halachic clarity.



Final 
Thoughts

While the end of a marriage is often painful, the get process provides both legal 
clarity and emotional closure within the framework of Jewish tradition. 
It is a respectful, dignified process that honors the significance of the 
marriage while allowing both individuals to move forward freely.
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